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From The President’s Desk...
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Sincerely,
Rodney Thompson

Greetings to My NAARVA Family;
As we embark on a New Year,

let’s focus on traveling safely in
2024. Plan ahead, know where
you’re going and who you need to
contact should something happen,
and check in with friends and family
often. Avoid posting on social me-
dia while in a specific location, post
after you leave. Keep phone
coverge in mind when camping at
those secluded destinations, and
consider state parks while camping.

Meanwhile, our 1st Vice Presi-

dent is working diligently to assist the
Eastern Region to host a great 2024
NAARVA Annual Rally and the regions
are putting the finishing touches on the
regional rallies. Be sure to check out
the details at NAARVA.com.

Lastly, the 2nd Vice President and I
traveled to National Headquarters to
evaluate the condition of the property
and office, after which the 2nd VP over-
saw a 3-day project updating the land-
scaping around the property. We’ll have
more details in next quarter’s newslet-
ter.
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NAARVA Executive Board 2023 - 2025

RODNEY   THOMPSON
 Presiden

rdnthmp@sbcglobal.net

BRIAN K. SKIPPER
2nd Vice President
btmns@yahoo.com

BELINDA   MOORE
Director, Eastern Region
queenbee2300@aol.com

VENSON H. MILLER, SR.
Acting Director, Southern

Region
vensonsr@gmail.com

ANDREA  JOHNSON
“AJ” HARVEY

Assistant Treasurer

CHARLES  GILL, JR.
Director, Western Region

cdg2511@comcast.net

REV.  JESSE BATTLE
1st Vice President

bishopjessebattle@gmail.com

SYLVIA  ALLEN
Director,  Central Region
spallen1972@yahool.com

ELAINE STANDIFER
General Secretary

standeo190@gmail.com

2023 - 2025 Board Members Not Shown
STANLEY COUSINS ~ Assistant General Secretary

NICHOL HIGDON - Treasurer
SARAH RUNNELS - Financial Secretary

IRIS RAINES - Assistant Financial Secretary

.
Appointed Positions

Rev. Garland Scott
National Chaplain

Connie Malone
Parliamentarian

Jean Hampton - Ecologist

Ronald (Ron) Standifer - Historian

Elaine Standifer
Public Relations Coordinator

Stanley Cousins
Constitution &

By-Laws Chairperson

JoeIlen Davis
National Scholarship Chairperson

Beth Gill
Benevolent Coordinator

Lonnie Fyles
Nominations/Elections

James H. Gregory, Jr.
NAARVA Voice Editor (Newsletter)

Diane Bowman
Property Review Chairperson

Working closely with the Executive Board,
Appointees will perform duties that

complete many functions.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR MEMBERS

The NAARVA President is
responsible for appointing

volunteers for various
committees, and you may be

called upon, please think about
serving when it's your time

to serve.
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From the Editor....
Hello Again!! ....by the time you all see this it will be at the beginning

of another Blessed Year. We all have survived and enjoyed both the
Christmas and New Year’s Holidays. I hope everyone overdosed on
good food, safe families, good times, and the spirit and joy of those times
of the year. If you are like our club, you are putting together your new
schedules of outings and events, welcoming in new members, and say-
ing sad good-byes to members we have lost. I look forward to the postings
of the Regional Clubs’ outing and event schedules as they give me the
opportunity to communicate to everyone via the VOICE the many things
NAARVA members have planned for this New Year.

As we projected in the last issue, some Snowbirds (those RVers who
have packed up their houses, hopped into their RVs and temporarily
relocated to a vacation spot to pass the winter months) have successfully landed in their winter roostings. The ones I am
aware of is NAARVA members wintering in Texas and Florida. For all of you in other places out there please don’t be bashful
to share pictures and descriptions/stories of your activities and experiences at your roosting locations.

In this edition of the VOICE you are getting continuing communications on our pending rallies, both National and Regional,
communications from our Regional Directors, anniversary celebrations by some of our Southern Region members, thoughts
for the soul from Reverend Scott, an continuing reaffirmation of our responsibility to protect and cherish this planet we call
home. Enjoy, learn, and give us feedback. Thank you all for your participation....Until the next time.....   JamesJamesJamesJamesJames

Education Station

JOELLEN DAVIS
NAARVA Scholarship

Committee
Chairperson

ATTENTION, Graduating High School
Seniors! The 2024 NAARVA

Scholarship applications will be posted on the
NAARVA website, NAARVA.com

We encourage all NAARVA members to be alert,
watchful and vigilant. Sholarship application forms
will be available in March.

As the Scholarship Committee Chairperson, I
am proud to say that NAARVA awarded five Schol-

arships last year and we are looking forward to
awarding the full complement of Scholarships

available for this upcoming year (4 - $1,000.00
Scholarships and 2 - $500.00 Scholarships).

Spread the word!
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NAARVA Chaplain’s CorNAARVA Chaplain’s CorNAARVA Chaplain’s CorNAARVA Chaplain’s CorNAARVA Chaplain’s Cornernernernerner...............

REV. GARLAND SCOTT
NAARVA Chaplain

scottnlimp@yahoo.com

as the Anointed One, Acts 4:26-27,
who also anointed those who believe
in Him. This anointing we received
from him abides in us; I John 2:27,
John says, it is a living growing or-
ganism that will never leave us, it is
forever, it is everlasting, and it is eter-
nal.

Now, I know there are evil people
in the world who wish to hurt or harm
us. But, our Father in Heaven is om-
niscient; he knows their thoughts and
the wickedness in their hearts. He
knows their evil plans. But, here is
one of God’s strategic Scriptures, a
proactive spiritual armor, Psalm 66:18,
“If I regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear my prayer.”
Iniquity, in this context, means evil or
sinful thoughts. If an Unbeliever, and
yes even a Believer, who has an evil
intention in their heart, our Father,
who’s in Heaven, will not hear their
prayers. Praise God.

The Father in Heaven has His eyes
on the righteous, and His ears are
constantly open to those who wish to
harm His elect, I Peter 3:12. Broth-
ers and sisters in Christ, please do not
allow the traditions of men to rob you
of your blessing. God’s eyes and ears
are omnipresent as long as we are
obedient to His will; we are in good
hands, God’s saving, graceful hands.

We, as Believers, are commanded
to pray for one another, James 5:14
says, “Is any sick among you? let
him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anoint-
ing him with oil in the name of the
Lord.” The oil has no power and can-

Hello, my fellow brothers and sisters
in Christ; we have a systemic problem
called the tradition of men, Mark 7:8-9.
These traditions, most likely inherited
from our parents, are a part of our cul-
ture. Jesus used His ministry to repudi-
ate every addition, subtraction, and dis-
tortion that had attained any specious,
divine authority. He did this by clarify-
ing and magnifying the truth using the
Scriptures.

One of the many traditions says, “I
don’t allow certain people to pray over
me. They could have an evil spirit that
might jump out of them into me.” So
the question is, “Who should pray
over me?”

I, for one, believe in the written Word
of God. Our Heavenly Father has left
His Word, the Holy Bible, for His people
to be an example, a guide with instruc-
tions to show us how to conduct our
lives according to His will.

When I found out I had cancer, Squa-
mous cell carcinoma, on the back of my
tongue, I needed prayer. I called and
texted everyone I knew, Christians and
non-Christians, requesting prayer. I
knew without a shadow of a doubt that
when prayers go up, blessing comes
down.

I John 2:20, “But ye have an unc-
tion from the Holy One, an ye know
all things.” The question is, what is this
unction? The Strong Concordance num-
ber G5548 defines unction as an un-
guent, a soothing or healing salve,
smearing that is, figuratively, the spe-
cial endowment, chrism, or consecrated
oil of the Holy Spirit.

John, the teacher, is talking about an
anointing from Jesus Christ, the Mes-
siah, the Anointed One, a protected oint-
ment, a salve poured all over and into
the bodies of Believers. This anointing
is in the gift of the Holy Spirit, Romans
8:11. At the moment of salvation, Be-
lievers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit
and joined to Christ, the Anointed One.
With this act, we became partakers of
His anointing, 2 Corinthians 1:21-22.
The New Testament described Christ

the power of the enemy, and noth-
ing shall by any means hurt you.”
Jesus gave Believers the power to heal
diseases and injuries; when we pray
in the name of Jesus, demons will flee.
We, as Believers, must never forget
that God has already defeated Satan
and his army, Luke 10:9, 17-18. God
has given us the power to exercise His
power over Satan in Jesus’ name.

Now, with this power, we as Be-
lievers should never pray a curse
against our enemies. God forbid. King
David the Psalmist used an impreca-
tory prayer to curse his enemies, Psalm
35:19, 55:15, 58:6, and 69:4. When
President Barack Obama won the
presidency in 2009, there were Chris-
tians who tried to justify using these
scriptures to curse him. These prayers
by King David were written not so
much to condemn or exact revenge
upon our enemies but to emphasize
God’s hatred of evil, His sovereignty
over all humanity, and His divine pro-
tection of His chosen people.

Jesus also uses some imprecatory
psalms. John 15:25, “But this cometh

Who Should Pray Over Me?

not heal, but for us Be-
lievers, because of our
faith, the oil is anointed
by Christ, the Anointed
One, and with this anoint-
ing, it has all power.

The Word in Luke
10:19 says, “Behold I
give unto you power to
trend on serpents and
scorpions, and over all

(See, Who Should Pray, pg. 5)
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to pass, that the word might be ful-
filled that is written in their law,
They hated me without a cause.” He
quotes Psalm 35:19 and 69:4. Paul used
an imprecatory prayer in Romans 11:9-
10, a quote from Psalm 69:22-23. Jesus
and Paul used imprecatory psalms; it
proves God inspired those psalms and
counters any allegation that they were
sinful or selfish prayers of revenge.

We, as Believers, know our enemies
are not from this physical world. So
then, who are our enemies? Ephesians
6:12, “For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against princi-
palities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places.” Our enemy is the one from
the beginning, Satan and his falling
army.

Praying imprecations against our en-
emies is forbidden, as it would require
taking these prayers out of context.
James 3:10, “Out of same mouth
proceedeth blessing and cursing.
My brethren, these things ought not
so to be.” We have a New Testa-
ment. The New Testament is Christ,
the Messiah, the Anointed One, and
He has exhorted us to pray for our
enemies, Matthew 5:44-48 and Luke
6:27-38. Praying for their death or for
bad things to happen to them isn’t what
He meant. Instead, we are to pray for
their salvation and for God’s will to be
done in their lives. There’s no greater
blessing than praying for your enemy
to have a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ.

If we learn to pray for God’s will to
be done in our lives, our hearts will
soften. And, when our hearts soften,
we will have compassion. This com-
passion will remove all bitterness and
anger from our hearts. When all bit-
terness and anger are removed from
our hearts, we will be ready and able
to go out into a dying world and wit-
ness to the lost, the good news of Jesus
Christ. Isn’t this, as Believers, our
duty?

God is omnipotent and sovereign,
and His will shall be done. Praying for

Who Should Pray...
(Continued from pg. 4)

God’s will to be done means we agree
with God and submit ourselves to His
divine sovereignty despite not always
understanding what He’s doing. It
means we have given up the idea that
we know best; we now rely on and
trust in God to work His will. If a per-
sonal wrong has been done to us, we
seek God in prayer, leave room for His
judgment, and trust Him to do what is
best. That is the way to have peace
with God, Romans 12:17-21.

Before I go any further, we need to
understand prayer. Prayer is the spiri-
tual mechanism designed by God the
Father for His created being, human-
ity who is physical, Genesis 1:26, to be
able to communicate with Him in the
spiritual realm, Matthew 6:9-13,
through God the Son, John 14:13-14, I
and John 5:14-25.

God will allow evil to come upon Be-
lievers who fail to follow His will. This
has nothing to do with an evil spirit
jumping out of a person praying for
someone. If a Believer is not in the right
relationship with God and has backslid,
does not live righteously, and refuses
to repent, God might, according to His
will, have an evil spirit to come upon
them.

1 Samuel 16:14, “The Spirit of the
LORD had departed from King Saul,
and then the evil spirit came upon
him.” 1 Samuel 16:15-16, 23, 18:10, and
19:9, the evil spirit was “from” the Lord
in that it was allowed by God to harass
him. God’s judgment upon King Saul
for his disobedience, Saul had directly
disobeyed God on two occasions: 1
Samuel 13:1-14 and 15:1-35. Therefore,
God removed His Spirit from Saul and
allowed an evil spirit to come upon him.
God allowed Ananias and Sapphira to
be filled with the spirit of Satan as a
warning and example to the early
church Acts 5:1-11. A man in the
Corinthian church was committing in-
cest and adultery, and God commanded
the leaders to hand him over to Satan
to destroy his sinful nature and save
his soul, 1 Corinthians 5:1-5. And as in
Job’s case, Satan and his minions can
only do what God allows them to do,
Job 1:12, 2:6. They never act indepen-
dently of God’s sovereign and perfect
will and purpose.

Evil spirits are no match for the

power of God. As Ephesians 6:10-12
commands, “Be strong in the Lord
and in his mighty power.” Put on the
full armor of God so that you can take
your stand against the devil's schemes.

I know after hearing from genera-
tion to generation that a person with
an evil spirit who prays over you, an
evil spirit, can jump out on them to you.
If you are a Believer and believe in
the Word of God and not the word of
men, there is no way an evil spirit can
jump on or into you.

Listening to the word of men leads
to damnation, but listening to the Word
of God leads to salvation. If you con-
tinue to listen to the word of men,
maybe, just maybe, you might miss your
blessing or miss being a blessing to
someone else. James 5:16 says, “Con-
fess your faults one to another, and
pray one for another, that ye may
be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.”

When I was calling and texting
around for prayers, one of my friends
admitted he was the son of a Baptist
minister. He did not believe in God any-
more because of the sinful things his
father committed. But, when I texted
and informed him I needed prayer, he
said, “Because of our friendship and
the love you have always demon-
strated towards Christ, I got down on
my knees and prayed.” The reason
why so many Christians have difficulty
hearing the Word of God clearly and
accurately is they place their faith in
the tradition of men and other super-
natural ways above God’s written
Word. We must determine that no false
prophetic word has higher authority in
our hearts than God’s Word.

Just imagine if I had listened to the
tradition of men, I would have missed
a double blessing. The blessing of a
friend praying for me and, most im-
portantly, missing the blessing of help-
ing a Believer come back into a right
relationship with Christ. Praise God.

So, the question is, who do you want
to listen to, man, damnation, or God,
salvation? Lastly, my brothers and sis-
ter in Christ, by the grace of God, I am
cancer-free.

Praise God, Praise God, Praise
God. Amen
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CENTRAL  REGION

SYLVIA ALLEN
Director, Central

Region

Hello NAARVA!!
We are coming to the end of an-

other great year for The National Af-
rican American RVers Association.
The National Rally in Hemet, CA was
a great Rally. The 2023 Central Re-
gion Rally in Hutchinson, KS contin-
ued to raise the bar by having a na-
tional entertainer, Nellie “Tiger” Travis,
and our younger RVers enjoyed Macyn
“Mac Sauce” McMillian, a young rap-
per with an educational message. Rally
attendees took a tour to the
Cosmosphere, the Strataca Salt Mine,
and an offsite dinner at Carriage Cross-
ing, an Amish restaurant in Yoder, KS.

Central Region members enjoying the Hutchinson, KS Rally. Yep, “Ain't
No Party Like a Central Region Party.” (photos above)

The NAARVA Central Region 2024 Rally will be held in Sparta, IL. The
World Shooting and Recreational Complex, 1 Main Event Lane, Sparta, IL
62286, June 16-23, 2024 (see images above). Rally packets will go out in
February.

Rally trivia: The movie, “In the Heat of the Night” was set in Sparta,
Mississippi, but was filmed in Sparta, Illinois where many of the town’s land-
marks can still be seen.

And yes, although it wasn't there when the movie was filmed in 1967,
there is a Wal-Mart five miles away.

The Central Region Executive Board, Chuck, Saundra, Wanda, Pat, Joellen
and I continue to do our best to give you the best Rally possible, and we look
forward to seeing you in June 2024. ~ Venson

Become a Friend of
NAARVA.

SOUTHERN REGION

VENSON H.
MILLER, SR.
Acting Director
Southern Region

vensonsr@gmail.com

Southern Region
at Work

Hello to All,
Let me introduce myself. I’m

Venson H. Miller, Sr., Acting Southern
Region Director. I’m the former Texas
Sojouners President.

I want to let you know that the
Southern Region E-board, along with
the assistance of several Southern Re-
gion Club members are diligently
working to put on a great Southern
Region Rally Scheduled for April 14th
- 21st, 2024 in El Campo, Texas, at the
Lost Lagoon RV Resort. The pack-
ages are already out waiting for you
to register and join us there.

But, be mindful, this park only
has 255 sites. And I’m hopeful that
we will sell it out. So, if you plan on
joining us, please don’t delay. There is
not necessarily a deadline date as com-
pared to the fact that once we reach
255 sites sold it is closed and no more
registrations will be accepted.

Lost Lagoon is a great RV resort
and we believe if you miss this one,
you will envy those that attend. We are
looking forward to seeing you there.

spallen1972@yahooo.com
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SOUTHERN REGION

Louisiana Gators 21st Anniversary Celebration
Family, Friends and Fun - this is the

Gators motto. Since its inception in
2002, the LA Gators RV club has as-
pired to live out this motto. Our found-
ing members, led by our first president
Mr. Albert Babineaux, Sr., promoted
these attributes at the very first meet-
ing. The 21 charter members agreed
that these words should guide all of the
club’s future activities.

These words also guided the 21st an-
niversary events of August 18-20, 2023.
The Gators gathered at Bayou Wilder-
ness RV Park in Carencro, LA. The
anniversary activities started on Friday
evening with a social hour to rekindle
friendships and catch up on family hap-
penings. This was followed by a ca-
tered seafood dinner with DJ Titanic
spinning “old school” music. The fun
activity for this first night was a Gator
trivia. Members were quizzed on the
LA Gator history by the executive
board. This trivia game was also a his-
tory lesson for many of the newer
members.

On Saturday morning the group was
treated to a catered brunch followed
by an opportunity to work off some of

Louisiana Gators enjoying their 21st anniversary.

the calories consumed by participat-
ing in group fitness workout led by
member Lois Boutte. After a break
to recuperate from the food and
morning workout, the Gators re-
grouped for dance lessons led by
dance instructor, Mr. Corey Frank.
He led the Gators in various types of
dance including swing out, zydeco,
and line dances. Dance courtesy and
protocols were also reviewed-i.e.
how to approach a partner and lead-
ing.

The group later met in Gator attire
to take group pictures and bring their
donations for the two area Diners. The
request from the diners was “to go”
plates which the “Giving Gators” were
willing to oblige. The Gators took a
moment to remember and honor the
three members that died this past year:
Carol Vital, Emelda Marie Babineaux,
and Paula Kraft with a moment of si-
lence and a balloon release.

The night was reserved for the
“Gator Mini Gala” which included din-
ner, dancing, and games. Here the
Gators were able to practice some of
the dances learned earlier in the day.

President Albert and
First Lady Tamika Bab-
ineaux presented the mem-
bers with memorial towels
which included a picture of
deceased Charter member
and First Lady Emelda
Marie Babineaux. The
weekend celebration con-
cluded with a continental
breakfast on Sunday morn-
ing and an opportunity to
laugh about events of the
weekend and say
goodbyes.

Pictures included show
some of our anniversary
celebration activities and
donations gathered and de-
livered to shelters.

Submitted by
Sandra J. Antoine,

LA Gator Treasurer

Releasing balloons in honor of de-
ceased members.
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WESTERN REGION

CHARLES
GILL, JR.
Director,
Western
Region

cdg2511@comcast.netGreetings NAARVA from the Western Region
Fall has set in and up North the region is settling in for the

winter, while the Southern part of the region is going full steam
ahead. It’s great to have such a diverse climate out West.
Some will be going to the mountains to ski, and others will be
wearing short sleeves and enjoying the warmth of the sun.

As has been the trend for some time now, we are continuing
to see RV’ers seeking out NAARVA and wanting to join the
fun times with an organized group. These new members are
bringing a wealth of knowledge, and willing to jump in and
enhance their clubs. Those joining and becoming members-at-
large are also eager to get involved. This influx of membership

will assist in continuing to educate each other, share infor-
mation and develop relationships that last for some time.

Regional Rally plans are in the works, and the Western
Region will be holding their 2024 Rally at Black Oak Ca-
sino & RV Park, located in Tuolumne, California. Dates
for the Rally are June 25-30, 2024. We look forward to
welcoming any members from other regions who happen
to be out West.

Stay tuned for more information regarding our Western
Region Rally and Endless Excitement Out West.

Charles D. Gill, Jr.

ECOLOGY: So What About Climate Change?
Jean M. Hampton, Ph.D., NAARVA Ecologist

(Ecology, continued on pg. 10)

Figure 1. GHGs

At this writing, the current Conference of Parties,  No. 28 (COP28) is being held
at Expo City in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. COP28 is the 28th United Nations
Conference on Climate Change (UNCCC) and is scheduled from November 30
thru December 12, 2023. The Conference of Parties (COP) itself includes close to
200 countries gathered to negotiate global, universal goals to combat, reverse and
tackle the apparent advancements in global warming, and the resultantly injurious
climate change. Though “climate change” remains a debated occurrence, both in
existence and cause, and in impact and resolution, it is an occurrence that has
proven itself time and time again.

Global warming and climate change is arguably the dominant pressing issue of
anthropogenic (human caused) impact on the deterioration of planetary sustainability,
and the continued loss of a flourishing earthly ecosystem. Unchecked greenhouse
gas (GHGs) emissions are the major contributor to global warming, which, in turn, is
the major cause of climate change; these two phenomena perpetuating themselves
to the impairment of our planet, and to loss of an optimal orderliness for life as we
know it. Human activities responsible for GHGs emissions include the burning of
fossils fuels for heat and energy, forest clearing, fertilization of crops, irresponsible
land use, storage of waste in landfills, livestock raising and the damaging production
of various industrial commodities such as cement.

Primary greenhouse gases (GHGs) (Figure 1.) include carbon dioxide (CO2),
methane (CH4), nitrous oxides (N2O) and several fluoro—gases (HFCs, PFCs, SF6
and NF3). Rampant, unchecked greenhouse gas emissions into our atmosphere are
known to blanket the earth, trap the sun's heat, and lead to global warming and
subsequent climate change (see figure 2). This is proven. The issue we are faced
with is what actions to take to curtail and eradicate human (anthropogenic) activi-
ties responsible for these harmful emissions; emissions that ultimately cause mas-

sive and far-reaching destructive
transformations in our environment.
The world is now warming faster
than at any point in recorded history.
Greenhouse gases (GHGs) warm the
earth by absorbing the sun's energy,
and delaying the escape of this en-
ergy back into space. This retention
of energy in earth's atmosphere
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ECOLOGY:

Figure 2. Greenhouse Effect

(Congrinuted from
page 9)

(Continued on pg. 11)

warms the earth, much like a blanket.
How long a GHG remains in the at-
mosphere (the GHG lifetime), and how
much energy a GHG can absorb var-
ies with each GHG, and is referred to
as the GHG “warming potential”, or
GWP.

Over the last 150 years, near the
launching of the industrial revolution,
carbon dioxide (CO2), the primary an-
thropogenic GHG, has increased by
42%, the fastest increase on record.
CO2), which is used as a reference to
measure the warming potential of
other GHGs, can remain in the atmo-
sphere for thousands of years. As part
of the “natural biological carbon cycle”,
carbon (dioxide) is removed from the
atmosphere when it is absorbed by
natural carbon “sinks” such as forests,
plants and soils. Today, these sinks are
being rapidly depleted and damaged.
As the result of numerous environmen-
tally destructive human activities and
lifestyles, we release CO2 into the at-
mosphere more than 100 times faster
than natural processes can return it to
the earth. In 2021, CO2 accounted for
79% of all U.S. greenhouse gas emis-
sions from human activities. It is esti-
mated that natural processes will take

many thousands of years to remove
excess carbon/CO2 from our atmo-
sphere.

In 2021, methane (CH4) accounted
for 12% of all U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions from human activities. Hu-
man activities emitting methane include
leaks from natural gas systems and the
raising of livestock (prompting current
promotion of human consumption of
more plant-based foods). Methane’s
lifetime in the atmosphere is much
shorter than carbon dioxide (CO2), but
CH4 is more efficient at trapping ra-
diation than CO2. Pound for pound, the
comparative impact of CH4 is 28 times
greater than CO2 over a 100-year pe-
riod. Globally, 50-65% of total meth-
ane (CH4) emissions come from hu-
man activities.

Nitrous oxide (N2O) is emitted dur-
ing agriculture, land use, industrial ac-
tivities, combustion of fossil fuels and
solid waste, as well as during treat-
ment of wastewater. N2O is a power-
ful GHG with a GWP (Global warm-
ing potential) 273 times that of CO2
for a 100-year timescale. N2O emit-
ted today remains in the atmosphere
for more than 100 years.

Fluorinated gases including hydro-
fluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, sul-
fur hexafluoride, and nitrogen triflu-
oride are synthetic, powerful green-
house gases that are emitted from a

variety of household, commercial,
and industrial applications and pro-
cesses. With long, sometimes thou-
sands of years, atmospheric lifetimes,
they have potently unfavorable ef-
fects on global temperatures. GWPs
for fluorinated gases typically range
from thousands to tens of thousands
times that of CO2. They are some-
times referred to as high-GWP gases
because, for a given amount of mass,
they trap substantially more heat than
CO2.

We are entered into a decisive de-
cade. Three years earlier we were
to decrease green-house emissions
by 7% per year to cut global emis-
sions in half by 2030, and reach “net
zero” by 2050. (Net zero is the tar-

get of completely cancelling the amount
of GHGs produced by human activity,
to be achieved by reducing emissions
and implementing methods of absorb-
ing CO2 from the atmosphere. This is
not likely to happen.) Current science
now shows that getting off fossil fuels
will not give us the relief as planned, as
we are losing our carbon sinks (forests,
wetlands, grasslands), and our natural
biological cycles having been adversely
influenced by unguarded and unregu-
lated human activity.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) is the United
Nations body for assessing the science
related to climate change. The IPCC
has arrived at a number of conclusions
as stated in their March 2023 Assess-
ment Report. The report includes sev-
eral headline statements:

• Climate change is a threat to hu-
man well-being and planetary
health. There is a rapidly closing
window of opportunity to secure
a livable and sustainable future for
all. The choices and actions imple-
mented in this decade will have
impacts now and for thousands of
years.

• Continued greenhouse gas emis-
sions will lead to increasing global
warming. Every increment of glo-
bal warming will intensify multiple
and concurrent hazards.
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• Risks and projected adverse im-
pacts and related losses and dam-
ages from climate change esca-
late with every increment of glo-
bal warming.

• Some future changes are un-
avoidable and/or irreversible but
can be limited by deep, rapid and
sustained global greenhouse gas
emissions reduction. The likeli-
hood of abrupt and/or irreversible
changes increases with higher
global warming levels.

• Effective climate action is en-
abled by political commitment,
well-aligned multilevel gover-
nance, institutional frameworks,
laws, policies and strategies and
enhanced access to finance and
technology. Clear goals, coordina-
tion across multiple policy do-
mains, and inclusive governance
processes facilitate effective cli-
mate action. Regulatory and eco-
nomic instruments can support
deep emissions reductions and cli-
mate resilience if scaled up and
applied widely.

Several credible ecological sources
have intimated that certain “tipping
points” have been reached: (1) the
Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets and
shelves are melting, (2) the Permafrost
which covers parts of Siberia, Alaska
and North America is melting, releas-
ing CO2 and methane, (3) there are
large-scale “die-offs” in the coral reefs
which are one of the oldest oceanic
ecosystems.

We need universal recognition of the
climate change crisis. Rich countries,
who have greater amounts of goods
and services and higher standards of
living, represent 12 percent of the glo-
bal population, but produce 50% of the
greenhouse gases. The United States
has historically been the greatest pro-
ducer of greenhouse gases. Along with
universal control measures, there must
be agreement and action on assistance
to developing countries that are most

adversely impacted by climate change
events.

More than 80 countries attending the
COP28 in Dubai are calling for “fossil
fuels” to be phased out completely. This
is good news; however, this cannot be
accomplished without political commit-
ment, well-aligned multilevel gover-
nance, institutional frameworks, laws,
policies and strategies and enhanced
access to finance and technology to
support clean energy practices, and
support systems.

As we all seek to make our contri-
bution toward the mitigation and end
of climate change, as we hope to alle-
viate the devastations of global warm-
ing, the extreme weather events, the
wildfires, the super charged storms, the
prolonged droughts, the heavy precipi-
tation and flooding, rising sea levels and
coastal destruction, loss of biodiversity
from destroyed habitat, and the devas-
tating health impacts, we must remain
aware of and inquisitive about current
climatic events, both physical and (es-
pecially) political. Various civic sites
offer information on personal initiatives
that one can take to help mitigate or
eliminate climate change events. Such
sites include the EPA, the IPCC,
Earth.org., and KAB.org. There are
numerous national and local organiza-
tions across our nation of which indi-
viduals can support or volunteer their
services.

Earth day, celebrated every April
22nd since 1970, offers many opportu-
nities for individuals and groups to par-

ticipate in environmental events, and
increase public awareness of environ-
mental concerns, and celebrate their
respect for the environment. The
NAARVA Ecology Program (NEP)
through combined actions of our ex-
ecutive board and membership, exer-
cise recycling and tree planting activi-
ties during national rallies, and encour-
age such at each club rally (see previ-
ous Voice newsletters). During the
NAARVA national rally hosted by the
Western Region this past June 2023,
in Hemet California, the NAARVA
NEP planted a lovely tree, indigenous
to the area, and secured a NAARVA
plaque at the site for commemoration
(see NAARVA Voice, vol. 23, issue
4). The Texas Sojourners Club ,
through donations to reforestation or-
ganizations, have planted over 135
trees in the past two years, and club
recycling collections are held at par-
ticipating rally sites. Figures 3 and 4
picture Oscar Broussard and Ed
Turner, winners of the Texas So-
journer ecology activity, each receiv-
ing a reusable grocery bag and a pack
of reusable, recyclable, 100% recycled
plates.

Action at individual, club or national
levels is crucial to environmental con-
sciousness. We all hope for a sustain-
able future for our planet, our way of
life, our posterities. We must remain
mindful of our planetary ecological sta-
tus. We must discuss this issue among

(Continued on page 12)
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Figure 3: Oscar Broussard, Sept.
2023, Grand Prairie, Texas.

Figure 4. Ed Turner, Sept. 2023,
Grand Prairie, Texas.

Looking Ahead
JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary

20242024202420242024

Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day -
January 15

February 2024 March 2024

1st Day of Black History Month - February 1
Mardi Gras - February 13

Ash Wednesday - February 14

First Day of Women’s History Month - March 1
Daylight Savings Time Begins - March 10

First Day of Spring - March 19
Palm Sunday - March 24
Good Friday - March 29

ourselves and within our communi-
ties. And we must absolutely com-
mit to observable and measurable
actions that are purposed for the
health of our earth's ecosystems.
Because ...
There is no Planet B.

“Loving Our Earth:
Recycle, Reduce, Reuse,

Respect”


