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The Most Frequently
Asked Question!

The most frequently asked ques-
tion I have heard as NAARVA Presi-
dent and also many NAARVA lead-
ers on the Executive Boards (Na-
tional, Regional and Clubs) have
heard as well, is the same. What does
NAARVA offer me for my member-
ship? This question is both easy and
difficult to answer.

In most cases when a person asks
a question; they have an answer al-
ready! So, what is that answer? I have
chosen this time to answer the ques-
tion because it really is not a mys-
tery!

Yes, NAARVA provides insurance
for its members while attending
NAARVA activities. The National
Office and employee insurance is
provided as any functioning business
does and is required by Federal, State,
County and City governing laws and
regulations.

But that is not the answer to the
question, what we; you and I get from
NAARVA membership. It does cre-
ate an opportunity for YOU AND me
to meet new friends, old friends and
forever friends. These relationships
have become extended family mem-
bers brothers and sisters visiting one
another’s homes and traveling to-
gether. Celebrating anniversaries,
birthdays, birth of grandchildren, love
and praying when there is illness or
loss of life. This is amazing to me how
when I visit Las Vegas for whatever
reason, I must visit a NAARVA
friend or two and when friends travel
to Southern California, we make a din-
ner date or just set and chat!

For more than 27 years some of our
members trade their home life for sea-
sonal living with other NAARVA Fam-
ily Members, in various states and/or
communities.

We are an organization of team
members striving for the same goal,
where membership is a requirement,
not an option. It is vital that your mem-
bership remain active without interrup-
tion if we are to continue as an orga-
nization for the next 27 years. The Na-
tional Office continues to function even
when services with which we are most
comfortable and enjoy have changed
and, in some cases, disappeared. 2020
and 2021 have been unprecedented
years in every area of our lives.

Your favorite restaurant may be
gone because the strain of doing busi-
ness during a pandemic was too much.
Your church as you knew it is no longer
the same if it continues at all. Your job
changed to home, hours reduced or
terminated. Your favorite food market
hours changed or closed.

But your membership guarantees
that you will have the opportunity to
travel and camp together whenever it
is safe to do so.

Well, the time is now, you may travel
and camp! NAARVA will host three
Rallies in 2021.

Eastern Region, Western Region
and the National Camp Rally hosted
by Central Region. Listed below are
a few of NAARVA’s RV Industry
partners, which are sponsors and will
support our Rallies in various areas.
For more information you may always
visit naarva.com.

1) National Indoor RV Center
2) Passport America

3) Tiffin Motor Coach
4) Dometic
5) Newmar
Other partnerships are being explored

by Elaine Standifer, Public Relation Of-
fice, Bruce Toney, Webmaster, and my-
self. We are working to develop part-
nership that will benefit all members and
Regions.

At the end of the day, I would like to
say that NAARVA is building friendships,
creating partnerships, and expanding
Rally support with the RV industry.

Continue your membership, con-
tinue your support, make your mem-
bership a priority each year and be
the best part of NAARVA’s Legacy!

If you are the member that has re-
mained faithful to your NAARVA
membership without interruption,
“THANK YOU” and please accept
this message on behalf of the
NAARVA Executive Board! YOU
ARE WHAT MAKES NAARVA
GREAT!
Be Well and Stay Safe,
Louise Grogan
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Dear NAARVA Members,
It is once again time for us to elect officers to the Executive Board of Directors of NAARVA, Inc.

The Nominations/Election Committee received nominations for the positions of President, 1st
Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Recording Secretary, Assistant Recording Secretary, Trea-
surer, and Financial Secretary. The candidates have submitted a brief statement of their qualifica-
tions and expectations for advancing NAARVA to a better organization. Please read the state-
ments and be ready to cast your vote.

Ballots will be mailed to each member in the Spring, with directions for submitting your
ballot to the Nominations/Election Committee.

The positions that did not receive a nominee were: Assistant Treasurer and Assistant Finan-
cial Secretary. These positions will be addressed at the 2021 National Rally in Gillette, Wyoming.

Dorothy Redd, Chairperson,
Nominations/Election Committee

For President...

LOUISE GROGAN
NAARVA Experience
President - 2019-2021

Regional Director Western Region
2010 to 2019; President 2007-2010
California Cruisers; Membership
2008 - California Cruisers.
Rally Chairperson:

1. “Wild Wild West” - Pahrump, NV;
18th Annual NAARVA Western Re-
gion Rally 2018.

2. “Team Spirit” - Buellton, CA; 17th
Annual NAARVA Western Region
Rally 2017.

3. “Family Reunion” - Kennewick,
WA; 16th Annual NAARVA Western
Region Rally 2016.

4. Motown - “We will be Dancing in
the Streets”, Mesa, AZ; 23rd NAARVA
National Camp Rally 2015. National
African Americans Rv’ers Associa-

tion.
5. “Under the Big Top” - Red Bluff,

CA; 15th Annual NAARVA Western
Region Rally 2014.

6. “Mardi Gras in the Desert” -
Tucson, AZ; 14th Annual NAARVA
Western Region Rally 2013.

7. NAARVA Across America -
“Honoring our Veterans,” Mesa, AZ;
27th NAARVA National Camp Rally
2019, National African American
RV'ers Association.

As NAARVA President (2019/21),
during this extraordinary time of the
pandemic, along with the Executive
Board, as the leader, we have im-
proved communication and informa-
tion to our membership.

Along with opportunities for some
rally activity to continue work for the
several committees. Other areas in-
cluded, awarding of scholarships, sup-
porting charitable organization and
Association wide distribution of Mem-
bers Packet and Constitution and By-
Laws.

My work with NAARVA Western
Region as Regional Director and
President has included the develop-
ment of clubs that continue to partici-
pate in National and Regional Rallies.
I am known throughout the Associa-
tion as a capable, effective leader and
I would like to share this new sense
of energy, style, and administrative
skills to NAARVA along with the abil-
ity to build teams that make a differ-
ence in an organization that functions

primarily with volunteers. I attended and
coordinated or assisted in the coordi-
nation and volunteered at several Ral-
lies since attending my first Rally in
2005, 13 of which were National Ral-
lies and 10 Western Rallies.
Employment

After 27 years of employment from
1980 to 2006 with Riverside County
Department of Public Social Services,
I retired as a Human Resources Ad-
ministrative Compliance Office/Admin-
istrative Services Manager. As Admin-
istrative Services Manager I managed
a unit of six employees responsible for
workplace and safety processing of
Workers Compensation and ADA Com-
pliance for approximately 2,700 em-
ployees.
Community Volunteer Assignments

Human Relations Commission - City
of Riverside - 9/90 - 3/2001;Chairper-
son 1996/97, 1997/98 and 1999/ 2000.

Inland Empire Coalition Against
Hate Crimes - 2000; Representative for
Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) - 1999; M-2 Prison Visitation
Ministry - 1999; Toastmasters Interna-
tional - 1998; St. John Missionary Bap-
tist Church - Member since 1983.
Community Recognition

NAACP Award - 1997; Community
Involvement Human Relations Com-
mission/Study Circles; YWCA Every-
day Hero - 1998;Contribution to elimi-
nating racism and hate in the Commu-
nity; Assemblyman Rod Pacheo - April
2000 Community Service Recognition
Award.

~ Candidates for Elected Offices ~
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For President...

AUBREY MANUEL

For 1st Vice President...

My name is Joe Brady and I am
running for re-election for 1st Vice
President.

My wife, Pat, and I have been mem-
bers of NAARVA since 1999. We
have attended all but one National
Rally.

I have been active at the Region
and National levels. I currently hold
the position as 1st Vice President.

I retired from United Steel Work-
ers of America after 40 years. During
that time I held a number of positions

JOE BRADY

For 1st Vice President...

JOHN CANNON
After graduating from Kentucky

State University in 1960 with a BS in
Business Administration, my first job
was a high school mathematics
teacher in Appomattox, VA. From
there I moved to Portsmouth, VA and
taught mathematics at I.C. Norcum
High School. During the four years in
Portsmouth I also attended Hampton
University where I earned a Master
of Arts in Education. The following
year I was awarded a National Sci-
ence Foundation Academic Year
Scholarship to attend the University
of Oregon where I earned a Master
of Science in Interdisciplinary Math-
ematics Studies.

After graduating from the Univer-
sity of Oregon in 1966, I began a 24-
year career in telecommunications at
AT&T Bell Laboratories doing Soft-
ware Research and Development of
large-scale computer systems. In
1973 I transferred to Seattle, WA and
continued my career in telecommuni-
cations at Pacific Northwest Bell Tele-
phone Company, (later known as US
West, Qwest, Century Link, and Lu-
men), with corporate responsibilities
for technical support for mini-comput-
ers, electronic switching systems, and

(Continued on page 4)

I have been involved in some form
of organized camping leadership for
over 25 years. I have carried out the
duties of each camp club officer posi-
tion as prescribe by the club By-Laws.

I have over 30 years of experience
in authority and management positions
in a major corporation operations en-
vironment, a law enforcement agency,
and a national non-profit organization.
Noted strengths include creative prob-
lem solving, excellent leadership and
project management skills. I have ex-
cellent skills in budgeting and expense
control, as well outstanding interper-
sonal and presentation skills. I’m a
superior motivator with the proven abil-
ity to lead and/or guide any organiza-
tion to the attainment of its goals.

I am devoted to NAARVA goals
and objectives. I have served as the
1st and 2nd Vice President of
NAARVA, and as the Chairperson for
the NAARVA 2018 National Member-
ship Meeting.

I have served as the Chairperson
for the Budget-Finance Committee,
the By-Laws Committee, and Trea-
surer for NAARVA Western Region.
I facilitated in the creation of a new
NAARVA Chapter. I also was co-
chairperson for the 2010 NAARVA
Western Region Rally; which received
many compliments about the quality
of the Rally.

I was the NAARVA Western Re-
gional Assistant Director. I was always
available and willing to perform the
duties of this position. I attended and
represented the Western Region at the

2009 National Rally, including attending
all national board meetings in place of
the NAARVA Western Region Direc-
tor, who was not able to attend the Rally.

As NAARVA President, I will con-
tinue to grow NAARVA with new mem-
bers and open up lines of communica-
tion with the current members and the
NAARVA Executive Board. I will also
ensure that as a national camping orga-
nization, we improve the quality of our
National Rally and increase participa-
tion in the event; I have attended this
event since 2004.

As President of NAARVA, I will with
a team, ensure that NAARVA attains a
501(c)3 status from the IRS.

I have extensive parliamentary
knowledge and leadership experience,
which is essential for conducting pro-
ductive meetings with great results.

I am extremely reliable and commit-
ted to a job until its completion.

I am prepared and willing to assume
the responsibilities of NAARVA Presi-
dent.

which included Financial Secretary,
Treasurer, and President for 12 years.
I believe the experience I received
dealing with Corporate America and
my union brothers and sisters gives
me the ability to do the job as 1st Vice
President.

Thank you in advance for your vote.
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Candiates for Elected Offices. . .

(Continued from page 3)

(Continued on page 5)

network operations. While working at
Pacific Northwest Bell I attended the
University of Washington and earned
an Executive Master of Business Ad-
ministration degree. After retiring from
the telephone company in 1990, I re-
sumed my teaching career as a math-
ematics professor at Seattle Central
College and retired from teaching in
2000.

I have been a member of the
Funseekers/Rain City Travelers RV
Club and NAARVA for 19 years and
was introduced to RVing and
NAARVA by my late wife Conne
when we met in 2001. I am an avid
RV’er and enthusiastic supporter of
NAARVA. I previously served five
years as the Financial Secretary of the
Western Region and have held the po-
sition of Assistant Treasurer of
NAARVA. I currently serve as the
Treasurer of NAARVA and am at the
end of my second consecutive term in
that position.

By seeking the office of 1st Vice
President, it is my hope to continue to
participate in building and guiding
NAARVA into the future.

Objective:
To work col-
laboratively
with the
NAARVA National Executive Board
and the NAARVA organization and its
members to support the organization’s
mission, vision, and goals. To use my
administrative, fnancial, and manage-
ment skills, to realize this objective.

NAARVA Experience: 2018 to
Present member of Minnesota Voyag-
ers RV Club Charter #62; President.
2019-Present: NAARVA National
Recording Secretary

Record and distribute Executive
Board minutes. Serves as co-chair of
the National By-Laws committee.
Keeps an accurate list of Executive
Board minutes. Records minutes at the
NAARVA General Assembly and Del-
egates meeting. Carry on tasks re-
quested by the National President.

For 2nd Vice President...

Rodney Thompson  is currently
serving as 2nd Vice President of
NAARVA and he is seeking re-elec-
tion as 2nd Vice President of
NAARVA.

Rodney is the Co-Chairperson for

RODNEY THOMPSON

John Cannon... the Constitution and By-Laws. He is
also the Membership Chairperson and
Chairperson over the Youth Program.
He has been a member of NAARVA
and Texas Sojourners for nine years.
He has held the position of Assistant
Regional Director for the Southern Re-
gion for two terms.

Rodney is a United States Army Vet-
eran who also attended Prairie View
A&M University where he majored in
Business. He retired from the United
States Postal Service where he served
as President, Vice President, OWCP
Rep., and Steward of National Letter
Carriers Association Branch 3867.

His goals and plans are to keep
working to take the organization to the
next level and continue to keep recruit-
ing new members to grow this won-
derful organization.

2018-Present: NAARVA Central
Region Secretary.

Keep a list of all members of the
Executive Board, record Executive
Board minutes, keep minutes in or-
ganizational order meetings at the Ex-
ecutive level. Distribute pertinent in-
formation on a timely basis to the
Chapter Presidents when requested.
Carry on administrative tasks re-
quested by the Director.
2017 - Present: UnitedHealth Group
- Corporate Medical Affairs Execu-
tive Administrator. Managed sched-
ule for Executive Vice President.
2014 - 2017: UnitedHealth Group
- OptumRx Executive Assistant.
Chief Financial Officer and SVP
Pharmacy Operations (OptumRx an
$80B PBM).

Managed calendar and coordinated
domestic/international travel. Re-
viewed legal statements, approved
credit notes, affidavits and quarterly
statements for signature and coordi-
nated quarterly earnings documents
for a $90 billion segment.
Education: Capella University
Skills Component: Microsoft Of-
fice (Word, Outlook, PowerPoint &
Excel), Visio.
Licenses: Notary - commission ex-
pires 2021.
Social Activities: President, 2007-
2014, The 40 Club. A social club com-
prised of Forty African American
couples from Minneapolis and St.
Paul. The club was founded in the
early 1900s.

President, 2002-2011, The Sterling
Club’s Women’s Auxiliary. The Ster-
ling Club, founded 1919, is the oldest
African American Men’s social club
in Minnesota, owning its own build-
ing and organizes and meets for so-
cial activities and has a women’s aux-
iliary branch.

Members - Twin City Reel & Trig-
ger Club. A hunting, fishing and camp-
ing club founded in 1947 and is the
only African American club of its kind
in Minnesota. The club owns 12
acres of land with two peninsulas and
plenty of fishing.

For
Recording
Secretary...

SYLVIA
ALLEN
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For Treasurer...

ROBERT JONES
Hello, my name is Robert Jones and

I am running for the position of Trea-
surer of NAARVA. I have been RV’ing
with my wife Darlene for eight years
and we have been members of
NAARVA for he past seven years. I
am dedicated to NAARVA and cur-
rently serve as the Financial Secretary
for the Central Region and President
of the Ebony Dream Makers.

I graduated from the Illinois Insti-
tute of Technology with a Degree in
Mechanical Engineering. I worked in
Power Generation for over 30 years
in power plants located in Wisconsin,
North Carolina and Michigan. In my
career I have managed many engineer-
ing and construction projects. Later in
my career I became a Power Plant
Site manager where I also provided
oversight of the Labor, Operation and
Maintenance budgets. I feel that these
job resposibilities have provided me
with the skills necessary to be success-

For Assistant
Recording Secretary...

DOROTHY SMITH
My name is Dorothy Smith, and I

am applying for the position of
NAARVA’s Assistant Recording Sec-
retary. I have been a member of
NAARVA since 2004 (NAARVA
#94-2179). I am an active member in
good standing with my local NAARVA
club, The Original Las Vegas Roll-
ing Wheels RV Club of the Western
Region. My husband and I have at-
tended every NAARVA National Rally
since 2005 and have worked as needed
wherever and whenever we could for
NAARVA.

I am retired from the City of Las
Vegas Human Resources department
with over 30 years of service. A posi-
tion I previously held was Chief of
Records, where I supervised a staff
of five employees and our Division
was responsible for all employee’s
records and files. For over 15 years, I
operated my own bookkeeping service
where I kept financial records for sev-
eral businesses and individuals.

Iam currently the Financial Secre-
tary for NAARVA. I have served for
two consecutive terms (2017-2019 and
2019-2021). I feel my previous expe-
rience and background has equipped
me to be a candidate for the position
of Assistant Recording Secretary. As
NAARVA’s Assistant Recording Sec-
retary I will always strive to have all
reports completed in timely and cor-
rect manner, and if elected to the posi-
tion of Assistant Recording Secretary,

I will continue to volunteer my services
for the betterment of NAARVA.

My vision for NAARVA is that it
will continue to grow for generations
and be a camping way of life for all
American Families and one of the
greatest RV camping organizations. It
is my goal to always promote the mis-
sion and values of NAARVA.

Thank you and I appreciate your
VOTE!

ful in this position.
My goal as Treasurer will be to en-

sure accurate financial records and
comprehensive reports to the Board
and our membership.

For Financial Secretary...

ANNETTE M. MAYFIELD
Annette Mayfield was born and

raised in Topeka, Kansas. She at-
tended public schools in Topeka then
she located to Georgia in 1993 and con-
tinued her education. She received a
diploma in Medical Assisting in 2010
from Everest Institute and was
awarded an Associate degree in Ap-
plied Science from Georgia Piedmont
College. Now she is enrolled in Clayton
State University pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in administrative management.

Work Experience: She was em-
ployed with Waffle House as a Mas-
ter Grill Operator from 1997 until 2017,
completing several Safe Serv qualifi-
cations. In 2014 she took a position as
afterschool caregiver with Peter Pan
Daycare until 2016. She became a
paratransit bus driver for Marta Mo-
bility from 2016 to 2018. Then she re-
ceived her CDL class B and joined the
school district as a Bus Driver for
Rockdale (2018-2019 school year) and
later for Newton County, 2019 to
present.

NAARVA Experience: Annette
Mayfield has been an active member
with NAARVA since 2011 after she
attended her first rally in Berrien

(Continued on page 6)
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Candiates for Elected Offices. . .

Springs, MI.
Position held within NAARVA

are included: Youth Coordinator 2014
to present, she coordinates all youth
activities for the national rally. The
youth have a structured schedule out-
lined to fit the young minds that will be
in attendance. From arts & crafts, to
games, and outside activities to let the
children stay active and healthy.

Assistant Recording Secretary 2019
to present, were she maintains and co-
ordinates with the 2nd Vice President
on membership. In the absence of the
Secretary, takes the minutes and keeps
the flow of the meeting in line with the
agenda. She sends out the quarterly
roster to the Regional Directors and
updates delegates and chapter infor-
mation such as dues. Georgia Easy
Riders RV Club: She has held the po-
sition of hospitality since 2017 until
present. She reaches out to members
in times of comfort and sends out cards
to those that might need a pick me up.
She recently joined the executive board
for the Easy Riders as an Assistant
Treasurer which in the absence of the
Treasurer, reports all financial change
and transactions to the board (2019 to
present).
 Vision for NAARVA: To help build
a stronger membership, by continuing
to promote NAARVA to those who
are seeking to learn a new way for
adventure and meeting new people. To
help maintain accurate financial
records that are received in the orga-
nization and forward all receipts to all
parties.

Annette M. Mayfield...
(Continued from page 5) NAARVA Partnership Announcement

PASSPORT AMERICA
Elaine Standifer

NAARVA Public Relations Officers

Easy Way
to Pay NAARVA Dues!

Eventbrite, a form of Paypal,
provides an easy way to pay
your dues and Charter re-
newals.
Check it out at naarva.com

Rules for Submitting Articles to The Voice

In December 2020 NAARVA began a part-
nership with Passport America. Some of our
members have already taken advantage of this
great offer! So, this is your opportunity to save
camping dollars at quality parks and camp-
grounds across the U.S., Canada and Mexico.

The Passport America membership offers
50% discount on RV camp site stays. As we
begin planning our 2021 camping season, please
take advantage of this opportunity by going to
naarva.com to sign-up or renew your current
Passport America membership for an additional
6 months of membership free! You must enter
the discount code “NAARVA” to take advan-
tage of the 6 months of membership free.

The benefits of being member include the fol-
lowing:

• An all-new International Camping Directory and personalized 50% Dis-
count Travel Card.

• FREE online edition of the RV America magazine with updates on new
parks.

• FREE Trip Routing, Campground Updates and valuable information
online 24/7 at www.passportamerica.com

• FREE MY PASSPORT AMERICA Mobile Apps at
www.passportamerica.com/apps

• Economical rates on MyRVmail.com — Passport America’s mail for-
warding service.

• Additional member benefits and savings on RV related Services.
• PLUS a friendly and professional staff who is always happy to serve

you!
                                 Sign-up now and start saving.

If you want to share news from your Club, or have something to
say about RV’ing, E-mail your information to your Regional Director.
The deadline for the Summer issue is August 15, 2021.

 NAARVA members may access The Voice through the NAARVA
website: www.naarva.com.

If you do not have an E-mail account or access to a computer, call
704-333-3070, and a hard copy will be mailed to you. The Voice is
published three times yearly by NAARVA.

E-mail articles to James Gregory, Editor, at: ImScholar2@es.com.
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From the NAARVA Voice Editor...

James Gregory
NAARVA Voice Editor

Imscholar2@cs.com

Ah...Spring! “Despite the forecast, live like it’s spring.” ~ Lilly Pulitzer.
In the middle of casting off winter, i.e. yard work, cleaning house, first and/or

second shots of our libation of choice, we are increasingly excited and spun up on
the acts of resuming living. Let us take note: more and more of us are immunized,
plans for outings both local and otherwise continue to fall into place, the to-do
tasks we have been putting off are now in full view, and we reach out even more

James

ARTICLES
Submissions chosen for

publication may be cor-
rected for length and clarity.
Any submission to The Voice
may be published in any is-
sue.

to others like us.
It is a good and cau-

tionary time — we
must remember to take
the time to appreciate
the how and where we
truly are. After being
cooped up, shut-in, so-
cially distanced, and
medicated, we are
more than ready to
reach for the normalcy
we once knew. Our
guidance remains the same, in short — remember the basics, stay away from
those who disrespect the reality of Covid, wear your masks as instructed, wash
your hands, social distance, and continue to look after your family, both near and
extended.

Looking forward to seeing you in Gillette, WY.

Become a friend of NAARVA.

Checklist for your RChecklist for your RChecklist for your RChecklist for your RChecklist for your RV TV TV TV TV Tripripripriprip
Please consider the following....

Keep at least 6 feet away from others at the campsite, on trails, and in
other areas of the park. If you choose to camp or hike with people outside
your household.

Camp in separate tents spaced out by at least 6 feet and avoid sharing
camping supplies (including food and drinks).

There is no evidence that food or food packaging play a significant role in
spreading the virus, but avoid sharing items such as serving utensils, multi-
serving beverage containers, and condiment bottles with people outside your
household.

Pack hand soap, hand sanitizer (containing at least 60% alcohol) and sup-
plies to clean and disinfect commonly touched surfaces. Restroom facilities
without running water, such as portable toilets and vault toilets, may not be
stocked with hand hygiene products.

Continue good hand hygiene practices after touching surfaces such as
doors and handles, including those within bathroom and showers rooms, as
well as water fountains or spigots, laundry facilities, ice machines, trash and
recycling cans and bins, payment stations, vending machines, and other camp-
ing amenities.

Safe and Happy Travels!
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NAARVA Chaplain’s CorNAARVA Chaplain’s CorNAARVA Chaplain’s CorNAARVA Chaplain’s CorNAARVA Chaplain’s Cornernernernerner...............
BY THE REVEREND JESSE BATTLE

THE REV. JESSE BATTLE
National Chaplain, NAARVA
bishopjessebattle@gmail.com

Don’t Let Your Guard Down!
At long last the roar of die-

sel engines and the purring of
finely tuned gasoline powered
recreational vehicles are criss-
crossing America’s interstate
highways, state and county
roads, and often pitted city
streets. Large and small RV
campsites, state parks, and
other spots conducive to
boon-docking or full hook-
ups, are being flooded by
those peculiar people referred
to as “RV’ers”! These won-
derful nomads come in all
ages, sizes, and ethnicities;
they come with a variety of id-
iosyncratic ideals and mind-
sets. What makes them unique
is that they enjoy the open
roads and those imposing roll-
ing boxes; whether motorized,
pulled, or hauled on the bed
of a pickup truck. They love
cooking on propane, charcoal,
and even pellets; whatever the
method, the food is as deli-
cious as necessary to keep
them going back for more!

Local RV clubs are recon-
vening their campouts! Re-
gional rallies are well under-
way! And, of course, we’re all
excited about our Central Re-
gion sponsored 2021
NAARVA National Rally in
Gillette, Wyoming! What a
welcome change over last
year! However, one of the sad
realities of this freedom is that

there looms a temptation to
relax to the point of letting our
guard down. While my prayer
is that all of our beloved
NAARVA members have got-
ten their COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, we must still practice the
CDC recommended guide-
lines. It is imperative that we
protect ourselves and each
other so that the wonderful life
that we enjoy as RV’ers can
continue to be our way of life!
I would like to personally
thank the national officers for
their diligence during the on-
set of this unfortunate pan-
demic. Their decisions have
been guided by their commit-
ment to the wellbeing of the
NAARVA membership. Rather
than acquiescing to the de-
mand of those who ques-
tioned the validity of the
coronavirus scare, they famil-
iarized themselves with all
available information and
made decisions accordingly!

I salute the president and
her entire cabinet who sacri-
ficed long hours of personal
time for the benefit of all of
us. I applaud our entire team
of executive officers: Louise
Grogan, Joe Brady, Rodney
Thompson, Sylvia Allen,
Annette Mayfield, John Can-
non, Joellen Davis, Dorothy
Smith, and Andrea Harvey.
And, of course, our four Re-

gional Directors, whose con-
tributions of time and talent to
the Executive Board are also
invaluable, must be applauded
as well. Belinda Moore,
Charles Breedlove, Brian
Skipper, and Charles Gill are
all essential to NAARVA’s
mission! A special shout-out
to Brian and the Central Re-
gion for the excellent work in
planning this year’s rally!

As this is an election year, I
solicit your prayers for the
new slate of officers who will
be sworn in at the end of this
rally. They, too, will be faced
with some difficult decisions
as this pandemic era draws to
a climax. They will need our
unbridled support in their ef-
forts to maintain the high level
of service to which we have
grown accustomed. Our
prayers and well wishes must
continue to undergird their ef-
forts to make NAARVA the
flagship organization for Afri-
can American (and other)
RV’ers!
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CENTRAL REGION

Greetings NAARVA Family and Friends,

Brian Skipper
Central Region Director

btmns@yahoo.com

On behalf of the Central Region, I am happy to provide an update on the progress of
the 28th  Annual National Rally which will be held July 18 - 25 in Gillette, Wyoming. The
Executive Board would like to extend a warm welcome for ALL NAARVA members to
join us for a fun-filled week of activities and fellowship. Registration packets are available
online at naarva.com. A drawing for $50 will be held for those who register for Sunday to
Sunday Rally attendance AND who's registration is post-marked no later than May 14,
2021.

So, it looks like every one is Ready to Rally! The Rally team is excited about the
growing number of registrants. We have new events for the Rally including a “Wine and
Paint Party” for the adults and painting for the kids! Additionally, a South Dakota tour that
includes Chief Crazy Horse and Mt. Rushmore/Deadwood is scheduled. And for our
casino fans, a trip is planned to Devil’s Tower and Casino. Pre-registration is required for
these events.

Now is a good time to start planning routes.
We hope you all will join us in Gillette! Now let’s Start ‘em up, Roll ‘em in to the

Showdown! Brian Skipper

MO/KAN Roadrunners Begin 2021 Camping Season COVID Safe
The MO/KAN Roadrunners held its first club campout since 2019 after the decision was made

to suspend the 2020 camping due to COVID virus safety concerns. The club gathered at Arrow
Head Point RV Park, Osceola, MO, with 14 family units represented. Among the 14 units were 4
families, who are NAARVA members and interested in joining the club.

The club followed safety protocol by social distancing, wearing MO/KAN Roadrunners design
face mask and not having any group meals. However, some folks toured nearby Ft. Scott, KS,
Osceola Cheese Factory, played Cornhole (bean bag toss) game and of course evenings by the
fire.

In closing, the weekend was enjoyed by all and agreed it was wonderful to be together as a
club. The MO/KAN Roadrunners are happy to get this camping season started.
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Charles Breedlove
Director, Southern Region

breedlee@comcast.net

Greetings From the Southern Region
This has been an unfortunate

year and this pandemic has cre-
ated an uncomfortable environ-
ment. The Southern Region Ex-
ecutive Board voted not to have a
2021 Rally. COVID 19 had many
people on edge, and we respect
the health and welfare of our
members.

We are looking forward to hav-
ing our next Southern Region
Rally in 2023 after we host the
2022 NAARVA National Camp
Rally in 2022.

Shawnee, Oklahoma is the site,
make it your vacation destina-
tion!

More information to follow
in the months to come along
with the 2022 NAARVA National
Camp Rally Theme.

The Rally Team is excited and
ready to go to work to make your
Rally experience an extraordi-
nary success. We are asking ev-
eryone to mark their calendar,
the Rally date is July 17-24,
2022.

We are looking forward to
seeing you all and camping with
you in Gillette, Wyoming on
July 18-25, 2021 with our host
Central Region.
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WESTERN REGION

CHARLES D. GILL, JR.
Western Region Director

cdg2511@comcast.net

Greetings NAARVA Members:
As we approach the summer months, we are all ready to get back out and enjoy the

outdoors and seeing each other once again. Our Western Region Rally in Red Bluff, Cali-
fornia is fast approaching, and the planning committee is ready to fulfill all your needs if you
plan to attend.

There is still space available and time to make your reservation. We look forward to
seeing members from all regions, as we all prepare to attend the National Rally in Gillette,
Wyoming. The Western Region Rally begins June 22, 2021 and runs through June 27,
2021. The RED Carpet is out for you as “Western Region Goes Hollywood.”
We look forward to seeing you! Respectfully,

Charles
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Technology
There’s an App for That!
By Bruce Toney, Recreation.gov

BRUCE TONEY
brucetoney@me.com

Here is an App that I came across
by talking with my son in-law Tim,
about the importance of travel safety.
He shared how he and members of
his motorcycle club maintain contact
with each rider throughout the coun-
try when travelling long distances for
safety concerns. The App is called
Life 360.

Here’s how it works. You create
circles of contacts, that you invite into
your circle by using a unique code
generated by the App. One circle
may be for your family members and
another circle may be members of
your RV club. Of course, each mem-
ber of your circle must also have the
App installed on their device. Each
person may turn on and off monitor-
ing as they choose.

For example, your RV club of 6
coaches is preparing to caravan to the
Gillette, WY rally in July. On the day
of your caravan, you activate the App,
and you can immediately see where
each member of your circle is located
in real time. If they are stopped and
parked, you’ll see it on a map and
know how long they’ve been at that
location. If other members of your
circle are in-transient, you’ll see their
location, direction of travel and speed.
If one of your circle members has a
breakdown and they sent out a dis-
tress SOS message, all of you in the
circle will be notified. With the free
crash detection feature, you’ll be no-
tified in the event of a collision of a
circle member.

Deadline for
VOICE

Summer Issue
August 15, 2021

Bereavement
Information

A  NAARVA member’s
death announcement should
be given to your Chapter
President, who will pass it
along to your Regional Direc-
tor. The Regional Director
will submit the list of names
to Beth Gill, Correspond-
ing Secretary, at
przr50@gmail.com. The
list should be sent by June
15, 2021.

Anyone with the App can create
circles of their own. This App is also
useful for those who are caring for
ageing parents or extended family
members. Create a circle of your fam-
ily members. While you are travelling
away from home you can give mem-
bers of your family the security in
knowing exactly where you are and
your travel status. At the same time,
your family members will be sharing

the same information with you. You’ll
know who’s home and who’s not.

You can turn the App off at any time
for privacy and back on when you
want to be monitored. This App is also
great for parents monitoring their
young driver’s driving habits and lo-
cations. You’ll know when they are at
school, work or a friend’s house. And
you’ll also know how long they have
been there. Use the App to be noti-
fied when someone arrives or leaves
a certain location that you choose.

There is a free and a paid version
of this App if you want more monitor-
ing features and longer history logs.
Check it out in the Apple or Android
App stores. Let me know how you
use the App via the contact page on
naarva.com. Also, join me in a semi-
nar at the National Camp Rally in
Gillette, WY as we discuss this and
other Apps that help to make RV travel
more enjoyable.

Safe travels!
Bruce
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