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We’re gearing up for an
unforgettable experience at
the 32nd NAARVA Na-
tional Camp Rally in
Allegan, Michigan! Mark
your calendars for July 13 -
20, 2025, and get ready to
enjoy a week of fun, fellow-
ship, and enriching activities
at the scenic Allegan County
Fairgrounds.

In addition to the excite-
ment of the rally, members
are reminded to participate in
the upcoming vote on pro-
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posed By-Laws changes. Your
voice and input help shape the
future of our organization and
we encourage everyone to be a
part of this important process.

We’d also like to remind you
that the NAARVA website is
your one-stop hub for every-
thing you need. From access-
ing your personal membership
information and rally updates
to taking advantage of exclu-
sive discounts offered by our
partners, it’s all just a click
away. Be sure to explore the re- sources available to you!

We can’t wait to see you in
Allegan, and we’re grateful
for your continued support
and engagement. Let’s make
this rally another one to re-
member!
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VOLUNTEER
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The NAARVA President is
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volunteers for various
committees, and you may be

called upon, please think about
serving when it's your time

to serve.
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~ A Mila Minute ~
In our last newsletter, I invited members to share their stories — and now I’m

following up with a more specific call! Whether you’re brand new or a longtime
member, your story matters. Sharing it can inspire others, help new members
feel welcome, and remind us all of why this community is so special.
Here are a few questions to get your wheels turning:

• How did you get into RVing — and what keeps you going?
• Why did you join NAARVA?
• What has been your favorite NAARVA rally or memory?
• How has NAARVA made a difference in your RV journey or your

life?
Send your story (and a photo if you’d like) to mila.tumer@Naarva.com for a

chance to be featured in the newsletter or on social media.
Not a writer? No problem. If you’d rather talk it out, I’d be happy to interview

you on video instead! Just let me know and we’ll set up a time to video confer-
ence.

Easy Way to Pay NAARVA Dues!
Paypal provides an easy way to pay
your dues and Charter Renewals.

Check it out at  naarva.com

Share Your Knowledge
at the 2025

NAARVA National Camp Rally
Do you have a valuable knowledge or skills

to share? We’re looking for engaging
presenters to host a one-hour seminar at the
upcoming National Rally in Allegan, MI!

Whether it’s a RV tips, health and wellness,
technical skills, financial planning, or travel
hints, we’d love to feature your expertise.

• Help educate and inspire fellow RVers.
• Topics can range from travel, health,

finances
technical skills, and more!

Great opportunity to connect with the
NAARVA community.

Apply now: 2025 NAARVA Seminar
Application

Let’s celebrate the stories that make NAARVA such a powerful, joyful community. I
can't wait to hear from you! Proud to amplify our voices,

Mila Turner, Public Relations Coordinator
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Letter from the Editor. . .
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So, We Now Actually Get to Go Camping/Glamping! —Those
Winter Dreams of hitting the highway with our family and friends,
going to all the planned destinations are now underway! I hope
you all's outing schedules are as full as ours here locally. As a
lead-in to this, check out the “Looking Ahead” section at the end
of this quarter's VOICE issue. Our NAARVA Clubs and Regions
are ready to roll!

In this edition of the VOICE you are getting more NAARVA
partnerships offerings, with “How To” inputs, initiation of  “Mila’s
Minutes”, Reverend Scott’s message on the “Law”, heads up to
our graduating seniors on NAARVA scholarship opportunities,
Regional Director greetings, our NAARVA Ecology Champion
Ms. Hampton offers Ecology observations and realities, and we
restart our quarterly “Looking Ahead” listings of celebrations
and club events. Be sure to check these out as they offer more
opportunities to visit and share interactions and experiences with clubs and regions outside of your own. An exciting ex-
ample of this is the “The Cross Country Road Trip” planned by the Virginia Camping Cardinals. If their itinerary comes
close to your location use it as a time to reach out “Meet and Greet” and welcome them to your city/town/state.

As always Thank You all for your participation,....Until the next time.... James

Education Station

Joellen Davis
NAARVA Scholarship

Committee Chairperson
CONGRATULATIONS ALL
GRADUATING SENIORS!

I would also like to say, “Thank You” to all
the Seniors who applied for the 2025 Carolyn J.
Buford NAARVA Scholarships.

As the Scholarship Committee Chairperson, I
am proud to say that NAARVA will be awarding
TWO Scholarship Awards — both awards are for
$1,000.00 each, A presentation will be made at
the NAARVA National Rally in Allegan, Michi-
gan.

We wish ALL graduating Seniors the best of
luck and success as they embark on the next chap-
ter in their lives. Keep reaching for the stars!

Message From The National General Secretary

The function of education is to teach one to
think intensively and to think critically.

Intelligence plus character — that is the goal
of true education. — Martin Luther King

Ron and I are preparing for our trip
to Allegan, Michigan. We are looking
forward to seeing everyone at the 32nd
NAARVA National Camp Rally. I and
the Assistant General Secretary, Stan
Cousins, will facilitate a session on
Wednesday, July 16 at 11:30 a.m. at the
National Rally to share information
about our positions — what we do, and
why. The session is open to everyone.
If you are a Region or Chapter Secre-
tary attending the rally please join us,
we would love the opportunity to spend
some time and get to know our fellow
Secretaries.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
contact me at elaine.standifer@naarva.com or 703-402-2817.
Coming in the near future, the NAARVA Secretary Connection
Roundtable (National, Region and Chapter Secretaries) will take
place via Zoom. This roundtable will cover topics of interest,
any areas of concern that secretaries my have. So, 1 look for-
ward to hearing your input for topics for the agenda.

I’m sure most of you have started or begun your summer
road trips, please be careful and safe travels.

Elaine Standifer
General Secretary
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The Law?
Galatians 3:2-3, NIV: “I would like

to learn just one thing from you: Did
you receive the Spirit by the works of
the law, or by believing what you
heard? Are you so foolish? After be-
ginning by means of the Spirit, are you
now trying to finish by means of the
flesh?”

Paul is talking to the Galatians to re-
mind them to keep the faith and not to
allow false doctrines to overcome their
teaching. The Judaizers were spread-
ing false doctrines, telling the Galatians
they must keep the law.

To help us understand the questions,
Paul is asking, in verses 2 and 3, we
must understand the law and the pur-
pose of the law. The law was never
designed to give men justification, glo-
rification, or salvation. No way, men,
women, or children could live up to the
law. The law was designed for our flesh
because our flesh is in a sinful state our
flesh is in constant opposition with the
Spirit. Paul tells us that we all fall short
of the glory of God. Romans 3:23.

The law lets us know when our ac-
tions and/or thoughts are not within
God’s Word. We have a fleshly flaw, a
fleshly need, to sin, within us; we in-
herited this sinful nature from Adam.

The law helps us to recognize when

we are sinning. The law is a check
and balance system designed by God
for His children to give us knowledge
when our actions or thoughts go
against His Word.The law can’t save
us; it cannot give us eternal life that
was not God’s intention for the law.

The Galatian believers had ac-
cepted the gospel through Paul’s
preaching, Galatians 1:6-9. However,
the Galatians are starting to listen to
the Judaizers, men claiming they must
follow the works of the Law.These
false teachers suggest that faith is not
enough to obtain salvation, Galatians
2:4. Paul says in verse l, “falling for
this lie is foolish.” It is false teach-
ing. Paul tells them to remember what
they were taught when they first ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Savior.

Paul begins to ask the Galatians a
series of questions to help them re-
evaluate what they know to be true.
In verse 1, Paul asked the Galatians
who have bewitched you and cast an
evil spell on you, that you have for-
gotten the truth. We are today, be-
witched. We fall for the same old trick
the devil uses repeatedly. The devil
sends a smooth-talking person our
way and twist God’s Word to fit into

our needs, the needs that go against
God’s Word. We look for someone to
preach to us our worldly desires. Be
very careful who you listen to. I tell
you, to always watch what they do, not
what they say. The devil is cunning,
and he knows our desires.

Paul asked the Galatians whether
they received the Spirit by works of
the law or by hearing of faith. He asked
them to remember how they received
the Holy Spirit. He said, “Did follow-
ing the Mosaic Law save you, or was
it the Holy Spirit?”

Paul points out that the law is not
of faith. The law was about works that
demonstrate the need for faith. Paul
explains that the Scriptures declare
that we are all prisoners of sin, so we
receive God’s promise of freedom
only by believing in Jesus Christ. Be-
fore, people thought they were in the
custody of the law, as a child is under
a guardian. Law helps clarify the depth
and severity of our falling short of
God's glory.

The Law of Moses, in particular,
serves as a tutor to show us the need
for salvation by faith in Jesus. The law
is not of faith, but the law helps us to
see the need for faith. No one can be
righteous in God’s sight by the works
of the law. We must rely on His righ-
teousness, which He freely gives to all
who believe in Jesus Christ. These
questions Paul asked the Galatians
were designed to help them remem-
ber that they were saved by the power
of the Holy Spirit. My question to you,
can you recall the day when you gave
your life to Christ? Was it by faith or
by the law?

Paise God, Praise God, Praise God.
Amen
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SOUTHERN REGION
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SOUTHERN REGION



Greetings NAARVA!
The western region has had a lot of growth this year.

Our clubs are expanding and word is getting out about the
wonderful experiences we are having camping in the west.

The Western Region just completed it’s Regional Rally
in Mesquite, Nevada over the Memorial Day weekend. Our
theme was “Thank You for Your Service”, honoring our
veterans. We had a wonderful time and all of our veterans
were made to feel just how much we appreciate their sacri-
fice. We had a color guard open the ceremony and Rick
Lewis, our Western Region Events Coordinator, gave a per-
sonal synopsis of each veteran. Those veterans that served

LIZ HEMINGWAY
Director, Western

Region
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If you want to share news from your Club, or have something to say about
RV’ing, E-mail your information to your Regional Director. The deadline for
the VOICE content submissions for FALL 2025 issue is August 10, 2025.
The Fall issue will be posted during the first week of September 2025.

 NAARVA members may access The Voice through the NAARVA website:
 www.naarva.com.

If you do not have an E-mail account or access to a computer, call 704-333-
3070, and a hard copy will be mailed to you. The Voice is published four times
yearly by NAARVA.
Voice Editor: James Gregory imscholar2@cs.com.

As an ongoing practice all attempts will be made to post the next NAARVA
VOICE edition in the first week of the month following the submission dead-
line month. Example: the Summer NAARVA VOICE will be posted during the
first week of July 2025.

WESTERN REGION

in Vietnam were welcomed home for the first time. The rally was filled with lots
of activities including a “Sip ‘N Paint” class, a “Tie Dye class and lots of tourna-
ments. Bid Whist, Dominos and cornhole were very competitive and the winners
claimed their prizes along with bragging rights. Everyone always has fun at our
block party dancing to the music. We wore our patriotic colors to honor those
who served. At our closing ceremony each veteran was given a certificate and
military coin. We also had a special gift for the most senior veteran and the long-
est serving veteran. Both of those awards went to Barrington Grogan, 93, with 31
years of service.

We are already planning our 2026 Western Region Rally in Oregon. We had a
contest for naming the theme and Dorothy Smith won with the theme “RVing on
the Bay”. Looking forward to another awesome rally in 2026.

How to Submit Articles to The Voice

Partner with NAARVA -
Reach a Thriving RV

Community!

NAARVA is the largest network
of African American RVers and
our National Camp Rally is the
perfect place to showcase your

brand. Sponsorship opportunities
offer direct accss to an engaged

audience of travelers and outdoor
enthusiasts.

Brand exposure at national and
regional events as well as online.

Direct engagement with our
members.

Marketing across NAARVA’s
platforms.

Sponsorship levels available for
all budgets!

Learn more:
2025 Sponsorship Campaigns

Become a Sponsor:
Sponsorship Commitment

Contact:
mila.turner@naarva.com
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WESTERN REGION
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NAARVA ECOLOGY PROGRAM
“Loving Our Earth - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Respect”

Jean Hampton, Ph.D., NAARVA Ecologist

Amend Plastic: Use for Our Health, Safety and Survival
Genesis 1:26-28: “And God said,

let us make man in our image, ...and
let them have dominion over the fish
in the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, ...Male and female created he
them. And God blessed them and said
to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; and
replenish the earth and subdue it’.”
(not destroy it). We are given rule over
the fish in the sea, birds in the sky, and
every living creature that moves on the
ground. We are given responsibility as
stewards of the earth, and must choose
to be responsible.

Pennsylvania may become the 13th
state to institute a ban on all single use
plastic bags at retailers and businesses.
Currently, 12 U.S. states have such a
ban in place. They include California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware,
Hawaii, Maine, New Jersey, New
York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont,
and Washington, with California be-
ing the first in 2016. Several recent
studies show that these bans have al-
ready prevented billions of bags from
being used...most used only once... and
then fated to pollute our lands, water-
ways, and oceans.

We applaud some 500 cities across
the U.S. that have instituted a defined
ban on plastic bags as well. Some bans
allow plastic bag dispensation for cold,
frozen, or produce items. However,
there may be a fee attached to retail-
issued recyclable paper bags. The ul-
timate goal is to fundamentally limit
the use of plastics, and to encourage
consumers to develop their own prac-
tice of bringing reusable bags with
them when shopping...particularly at
grocery retailers.

Aldi is the first major U.S. retailer
to commit to removing plastic check-
out bags, thus saving an estimate 4400
tons of plastic each year. Here, cus-

tomers are encouraged to bring their
own reusable bags, or they may pur-
chase paper bags or reusable totes as
needed.

Plastic pollution is one of the most
lasting sources of human waste, tak-
ing at least 20 to hundreds of years to
decompose.The production, use, and
discard of plastics must be controlled
as they are proven threats to environ-
mental sustainability and to life itself,
posing a hazard to atmospheric, ter-
restrial, and marine environments.
Also, submitting resident species to
the risk of poisoning or suffocation
from, or entanglement in, discarded
plastic pollutants. Research indicates
that more than 1,500 species in ma-
rine and terrestrial environments are
known to ingest plastics. We have long
discovered that countless avian, terres-
trial, and marine life have at most per-
ished from, or perhaps worst, agoniz-
ingly survived ingestion of discarded

plastics, which are usually mistaken
by them to be food. We can only esti-
mate the long-term damage of these
occurrences that adversely impact the
habitat, quantities, survival, and repro-
duction of a species.

Additionally, it is estimated that
plastic products were responsible for
5% of global greenhouse gas emis-
sions, with 90% of these emissions
coming from production and conver-
sion of fossil fuels into new plastic
products.The OECD also reports that
unless human behavior changes,
greenhouse gas emissions associated
with the life cycle of plastic products
are expected to double by 2060.

Plastic pollution has become ubiq-
uitous in natural and built environ-
ments, raising concerns about poten-
tial harm to humans and nature alike.
Many plastics don’t actually decom-

(Ecology, continued on page 14)
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ECOLOGY
(Continued from

page 14)

pose, but instead break down into
small pieces called microplastics (less
than 5 mm or the width of a pencil
eraser) or nanoplastics (a human hair
is approximately 80,000-100,000 na-
nometers wide), and have been found
in human livers, kidneys, brains and
placentas. Once in the environment,
plastic pollutants can fragment into
these smaller pieces of plastic. These
tiny pieces are now found in every
ecosystem on the planet from the Ant-
arctic tundra to tropical coral reefs.
The average liter of bottled water can
decompose producing nearly a quar-
ter million of pieces of tiny
nanoplastics. These pieces, invisible
to the naked eye, can enter into our
body cells, and are associated with
multiple diseases and disorders.

As the exact mechanisms of inter-
nalized micro- and nanoplastics are
not yet scientifically agreed upon, we
must remain cautious...simply because
plastics are pervasive and enduring,
taking between 100 to 1,000 years or
more to decompose depending on en-
vironmental conditions. They present
as invasive elements, small enough to
induce biological hazard, result in or
pro-motecellular damage, and ulti-
mately trigger either or bothchemical
and physical harm to humans and
other life forms, both plant and ani-
mal.

Also, it is important to recognize
that chemical additives found in plas-
tics may leach into our foods. Plastics
may contain multiple additives, some
known as plasticizers, that have been
identified as carcinogens or cancer-
causing chemicals.These additives are
currently the most disturbing issue re-
garding plastic use and decomposi-
tion, as they are known carcinogens,
and can leach into, and become inter-
nalized, in body cells. Carcinogenic
additives may include plasticizers
such asphthalates and bisphenols

(Ecology, Continued on page 16)
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ECOLOGY

(BPAs), and are associated with cell stress, DNA damage,
and change in cell function. Additionally, it is determined
that these additives can leach into tap water... causing devel-
opmental, reproductive, neurological, and immune disorders.
Leaching also results from food packaging, and from vinyl
gloves used in food preparation.

To limit or avoid exposure to leached additives or plasti-
cizers:

1. Don’t microwave in plastics. Heat makes plastics re-
lease harmful chemicals.

2. Use glass or steel water bottles.
3. Store food items in glass containers as much as pos-

sible.
4. Choose wood, stainless steel or silicone for kitchen

tools and cutlery; reject plastic ones.
5. Eat more fresh, minimally processed foods to reduce

intake of phthalates, BPAs, or other chemical additives.
6. Limit higher fatty foods (fried foods, red meat) that can

contain higher levels of plasticizers.
7. Support governmental oversight of plastic production,

composition, anddisposition.
Keep in mind that our government doesn’t require that

chemicals used in plastics and other materials be comprehen-
sively tested for safety. Exposure to these substances has been
shown to increase the risk of everything from infertility to
poorer fetal and child development, and cancer. From this we
can see that government oversight is required to ensure mini-
mal exposure to plastics and associated chemicals in our en-
vironment; the consumer cannot be assigned the burden of
trying to figure out if products are toxic.

Write to your political representatives to express your con-
cerns in support of legislative regulations on plastic produc-
tion, use, disposal, and recycling.

(Continued from page 15)

Resources: Life Application Study Bible KJV 2003, (Route Fifty 2025), The U.S. Sun (June 2025), Consumer Reports.org (June
2025), Epa.gov June 2025, wwf.org (World Wildlife Fund — Australia) June 2025, Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), CEN.ACS.org

Looking Ahead: Summer 2025
Celebrations and Regional Club EventsJuly

Central Region
Interstate Nomads

July 3 - 6, 2025
Sandusky RV Resort
6703 Milan Road, Sandusky, OH 44870

32nd NAARVA National Camp Rally

July 13 - 20, 2025
Allegan County Fairgrounds
150 Douglas Street
Allegan, MI 49010

Register via the NAARVA Website

Western Region
Funseekers/Rain City Travelers RV Club

July 17 - 18, 2025
Deer Park RV Resort
1205 N. Country Club Drive
Deer Park, WA 99006
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Central Region
Lake Erie Travelers
(L.E.T.)

July 24 - 27, 2025
L.E.T. 2nd Annual
Summer Time Fun Event
The Resort at Erie
Landing
4495 Darr-Hopfinger Rd.
Port Clinton, OH 43452

Looking Ahead: Summer 2025
Celebrations and Regional Club EventsJuly

Central Region
Rocky Mountain RV Rollers

July 24 - 27, 2025
Limon Colorado KOA
575 Colorado Avenue
Limon, CO 80828-2215

August

Central Region
Lake Erie Travelers
August 5 - 9, 2025
Maumee Bay State Park
1400 State Park Rd., Oregon, OH 43616

Central Region
Interstate Nomads

August 6 - 10, 2025
Indiana Beach Amusement & Water Park
5224 E. Indiana Beach Rd.
on Lake Shafer
Monticello, IN 47960

Easterm Region
Triangle RVers

July 18 - 20, 2025
Oak Hollow Campground
3415 N. Centennial Street
High Point, NC 27265
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Looking Ahead: Summer 2025
Celebrations and Regional Club EventsAugust

Western Region
California Cruisers RV Club

August 13 - 17, 2025
Bonelli Bluffs RV Resort and Campground
1440 Camper View Rd.
San Dimas, CA 91773

Central Region
Rocky Mountain RV Rollers

August 14 - 17, 2025
We RV Champions
126 W. 2nd Street, LaVeta, CO

Western Region
Funseekers/Rain City Travelers RV Club

August 14 - 16 2025
Founders Day

Eastern Region
DC Connection RV Club

August 15 - 18, 2025
The RV Resort at Carolina
Crossroads
415 Wallace Fork Road
Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870

Central Region
Ebony Dream Makers

August 15 - 27, 2025
Elkhart Co. Middlebury KOA
52867 State Road
13 Middlebury, IN 46540

Central Region
Interstate Nomads

August 23 - 24, 2025
Sterling State Park
2800 State Park Rd.
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 289-2715

Eastern Region
Virginia Camping Cardinals

August 14 - 17, 2025
North Point RV Resort
428 Campground Rd., Selma, NC
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Looking Ahead: Summer 2025
Celebrations and Regional Club Events

September
Eastern Region
Virginia Camping Cardinals

September 4 - 7, 2025
American Heritage RV Resort
146 Maxton Ln.
Williamsburg, VA 23188

Eastern Region
Virginia Camping
Cardinals (VCC)

Sept. 10 - Oct. 12, 2025
VCC Cross
Country Trip

St. Louis, Hays City, KS,
Boulder, CO, Laramie WY,
Alpine WY, Grand Tetons,
Twins Falls ID, Boise ID,
Klamath OR, Crater Lake OR,
Reno NV, San Francisco CA,
Yosemite Natl. Park,
Las Vegas NV, Sedona AZ,
Alburqueque NM, Tulsa OK,
Little Rock AK,
Dahlonega, GA

Eastern Region
New Horizon RV Club

September 11 - 14, 2025
287 S. Port Pkwy
Brunswick, GA

Central Region
Rocky Mountain RV Rollers

September 22 - 25, 2025
Loveland RV Resort
4421 East US Hwy 34
Loveland, CO

Eastern Region
DC Connection RV Club

September 12 - 14, 2025
Richmond North/Kings
Dominion KOA
10061 Kings Dominion Blvd.
Doswell, VA 23047

Central Region
Interstate Normads RV Club

Septenber 18 - 21, 2025
Carrdinal Center Campgrounds
616 State Route 61
Marengo, OH 43334
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Looking Ahead: Summer 2025
Celebrations and Regional Club Events

September
Southern Region
Texas Sojourners

September 18 - 21, 2025
Horse Shoe Ridge RV Resort
7901 Ranch Road 12
Wimberly, TX 78676

Central Region
Ebony Dream Makers

September 19 - 21, 2025
Country Roads Mororhome and RV Parks
51633 State Highway 23
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965

Eastern Region
Triangle RVERS

September 19 - 21, 2025
Yogi Bear Jellystone Park
626 Richard Wright Rd.
Tabor City, NC 28463

Central Region
Lake Erie Travelers

September 25 - 28, 2025
Baylor Beach Park
8725 Manchester Ave. SW
Navarre, OH 44662

Western Region
Funseekers/Rain City Travelers RV Club

September  26 - 28, 2025
Netarts Bay Garden RV Park
2260 Billyeu Ave. W.
Tillamook, OR 97141


